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| [| N diſcharge of my promiſe, There tender you the 
| ſervice of an ola man, let him not be ſerved, 
' like the Serving-man, turned away becauſeold;; 
' Thope he will not ſpeak. any thing that may of- 
' fend a chaſte ear ;, yet 1 queſtion. not, hut there 
will be evil reports raiſed on bam, and indeed, 


Woe were to him, if all ſhould ſpeak,well of him. 


| 1 know you are ingenious, and beſides 

I have been te]ld; a lover of good Tydes : 
O let them flow, if they content do bring ; 
But never ebb; thus praiſe your Servant 


(King. 
To Momus or the Critick. 


Self-conceited Sr, 


| Know-rhvewilt brag, thy very breath is 

cnough to poiſon the Muſes : how many 
| pots of oyatment haſt thou ſpoiled? I know 
thou wilt be choping upon my broken tile ; 
but tell me, canſt thou expect flowers from 
him, that never walkt in Apolls's Garden ? If 
thou ſayeft, here is ſomething ſtoln, I ſay, thou 
lyeſt ; it is but borrowed, and that is the Me. 


A 3 thod. 


6 


thod. The Author of the Iſle of Man, andT, 
had it from the Aſhes ; now be adviſed by 
me; put thy ears in under thy cap, and ſhut 
thy black mouth,and then no body will know 
thee ; Thus ſaith 

7. K. 


To the honeſt Reader. 


Friend, 
M Y ixtent in writing this Alegorical Tryal 
of Chriftmas, was not to vent mine 0 
pinion upon the obſervation of the time, he that 


obſerves a day as he ſhould may keep Chriſtmas e-. 


very day; only hereix is expreſſed ſome part of 
thoſe Arguments which are uſed in pleading for, 
or againſt the keeping of it. It will be, I hope, 


210 cauſe of controverſie, there ts too much diviſion 


already, for which there is as much grief of 


heart : Pray for the peace of Jeruſalem, ler 
them proſper that love it. Et 


Blefſcd are thoſe that all diſſention hate, 
And ſtrive to quiet a diſturbed ſtate. 


Vale. 


The 
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EXTTTEETEENTELEFEL® 


The Tryal of 
CHRISTMAS. 


WES HE day appointed for the Aii. 
a RR zcs being come, the Judge and 
the Sheriff, with the Juſtices 
RL of the Peace, came to the place 
where they were to fit: and firſt ] think it 
would not be amiſs to tell you the Names 
of them; the Judge was called, Judge 
Hate-bate , the Sheriffs name was callcd 
Leonard Love-peace; the Juſtices are called 
as followeth ; the firſt is Juſtice Hate-bribe, 
the ſecond is Juſtice Wiſe, the third Juſtice 
Upright, the fourth Juſtice De»good, the fifth 

uſtice Fear-none; theſe with the Judge and 
Sheriff, being ſetled on the Beneh, the Judge 
read his Commiſhon, after which, the chief 
of the Priſoners, being one old Chriſtmas, 
was commanded to be brought to the Bar, 
hen was a Jury for Life and Death to be 
impanneld, who are for the Common-wealth, 
and are to give intheir Verdict according to 
their Evidence,and as they were to be called, 
there ſtept up one Sir Hica Buſy, and deliver. 


da liſt to the Sheriff, informing him that the 
A 4 Country 
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Country deſiredthoſe men, whoſe names were | 
ſet down, might be the Jury to paſs upon old ! 
Chriſtmas at the Bar; which the Sheriff for | 
quietneſs ſake, delivercd to. the Clerk of the | 
Arraignment,to have them called, a company | 
of brave Gentlemen, you ſhall hear them 
named by and by. | 

The Clerk having received the Paper, bid 
the Cryer call, as followeth. 

Cler. Cryer, call Mr. Starve-mouſe. 

Cr. O yes, Mr, Starve-monſe, 

Cryer, call Mr. All-priae. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. All-pride, 

Cryer, call Mr, Keep- all. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Keep-all. 

Cryer, call Mr. Love-none. 

Cr.O yes, Mr, Love-none. 

Cryer, call Mr. Eat-alone. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Eat-alone. 

Cryer, call Mr. G:ive-lsttle. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Grve-litele, 

Cryer, call Mr. Hoord Corn. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Hoord-corn. 

Cryer, call Mr. Grutch-meat. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Grutch-meat. 

Cryer, call Mr. Knit-gut. | 


Cr. O yes, Mr. Xnit-gat. 

Cryer, call Mr. Serve-time. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Serveetime. 

Cryer, call Mr. Hare- good. 

Cr. O yes, Mr. Hate-good. 

Cyyer, call Mr, Co!d-ksrc hin. Cr. 
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Cy. O yes, Mr. Cld-kztchin. 

"Then ſaith the Clerk to the Cryer, count 
them, Starve-mouſe one, Allepride two, Keeps 
all three, Love-none four, Eat-alone five, Give- 
little ix, Hoord-corn ſeven, Grutch-meat eight, 
Knit. gut nine, Serve-time ren, Hate-good C- 
leven, Cold-kitchin twelve, 

Then faith the Cryer,all you bountiful Gen- 
tlemen of the Jury,anſwer to your names,and 
ſtand together and hear your Charge. 

With that there was ſuch a lamentable 
groan heard, enough to turn Ice into Aſhes, 
which cauſed the Jxdge, and the reſt of the 
Bench, to demand what the matter was;it was 
replied, that the grave old Gentleman Chr:ſt» 
-145,did ſound at the naming of the Jury;then 
ir was commanded tbat they ſhould give him 
air, and comfort him up, fo that he might 
plead for himſelf: and here I cannot paſs by in. 
ſilence the love that was expreſſed by the 
Country people, ſome ſhreeking and crying 
for the old man; others ſtriving to hold him 
up, others hugging him, till they had almoſt 
broke the back of him; wthers running for 
Cordials,and ſRtrong-waters, infomuch that at 
laſt they had called back his wandring ſpirits, . 
which were ready to take their laſt farcwel. 

Then ſaid the Judge, old man, what is the 
matter e : 

Chriſtm. Ah good my Lord ! I have been 
groſly abuſed,8 had been trodden under foor 

Had 
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had not theſe good Country people helpt me. 

?udg. But methought I heard ſome ſay, 
it was at the naming of the Jury ; If thou 
haft ought juſtly to except againſt them,[ will 
hear thee. 

Chriſtm, 1 heartily thank your Honour, 
and this favour which your Lordſhip hath 
granted me, hath encouraged me to crave 2- 
nother, and that is, That you be pleaſed to 
grant me the benefit of a Council, in regard of 
mineAge,and defect of memory and expreſit- 
on. Beſides, the Jury are all trangers to me, 
as well as enemies ; and therefore I delire my 
Council may be one of this County, that ſo 
he may deſcribe the Gentlemen of the Jury. 

7udg, Well Chriſtmas, in regard that thou 
wert a merry old man when I was but a boy, 
& did often at thy coming make me ſport, I 
have grantedthy requeſt,chuſethyCouncillor, 

Chriſtm, I bumbly thank your goodneſs, 
my Lord. 

Then the old man whiſpered to a friend, to 
deliver a Fee to Councillor Erab, and deſire 
him to decypher the Jury, and as occaſion did 
offer it ſelf, to plead his Cavſe, 

The Fee being delivered, and accepted,the 
Councillor after this manner ſpake to the 
Bench, 

Council. My Lord, may it pleaſe your Ho- 
nour,this Jury Which is now impanneld, and 


to paſs their Verdict upon Qld Chriſtmas, is 
| illegally 


of Ghriſtmas. It 


illegally choſen, there is not one of them a 
Free-man, and all mortal enemies to this old 
Gentleman. . 

And firſt of all here is Mr. Starve-mouſe, 1 
wonder how he dare ſhew his face in Court, 
the very Cats cannot abide him. 

Secondly, Here is Mr. Alpride, 1 muſt 
confeſs he hath an eſtate. 

But at his houſe* keeping you may admire, 

Where [ilken gowns ao quench the kitchin fire , 
And of bis Cup, there's none that ever taſte, 
And break. thesr necks may, ſooner than their faſt, 
And when at any time a Feaſt hee'l keep, 
He in Bravado will kill half a Sheep. 


Here's another, my Lord, call'd Ear-alone,a 
MalefaCGtor my Lord,&: ought to be condemn- 
ed by Magna Charta; where it is to be found, 
that one of the Lord chief Juſtices ownClerks 
being accuſed, was forced to free himſelf, and 
get it recorded, that he cat not his morſel 
alone. To be ſhort my Lord, 

To eat his breakfaſt he a corner ſought, 
And m his pocket bath his dinner brought. 


There's another of them called Gve-little» 
he may well be called give nothing, yet the 
Fool will ſometimes brag of his Charity ; 
if he kills but an Egg, and give the offall to 
the needy, heis, my Lord, a great Benc- 
factor to the poor, but will beſtow nothing up- 
on the beggars;and as for Maſter he = 

| ere 
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here is his man Sam, Servant,is ready to give 


Oath,that he hath almoſt ſtarved him todcath. 
And for Mr, Hoord-corn,the people in gene- 


ralall curſe him, it is he that makes the Epha 


ſmall, and the Shekel great; good my Lord, ? 


let Juſtice be done upon him, unleſs he will 
ſave Gregory the ſabour, and follow the ſteps 
of his Father, who the laſt cheap year hanged 
himſelf, 

There's onother of them call'd Mr. Grutch- 
meat, he may be termed Grutch-cloaths too, 
for his cloaths were never young in my mc- 


mory,they may be ſet down in the Almanack 


with the dear year,&c thegreat froſt; he is one 
that never gave Alms 1n his lite, the houſe 0 
his own body he will not keepTenantable,but 
it had been irrecoverably decayed, had it not 
been for the reparations of other mensTables, 
where he hoords up meat cuough for a 
month; ina word, My Lord, he is a baſe 
fellow, and ſo I leave him, 

There's another of them call'd Mr. Serve- 
time, he dwells at the ſign of the Weather- 
cock ; he hath a glove for every hand, he 
holds it moſt ſafe to do as moſt do, right or 
wrong, he will be on the harder ſide. 

And when a hunting goes, I have been told 
He with the Hare will run;and Hound will bold. 

So my Lord, not fit for a Juror, becauſe he 
makes conſcience of nothing. | 

Judz. Were there ever ſuch a brood of 


Vipers 


- Ld 
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ive of Chriſtmas, I3 
ith. | Vipers as theſe ? Mr. Sher;ff, how came this 
ne- } to paſs? 
ha Sheriff. Surely my Lord,it was Sir Hica Buſy 
rd, ! thatgave me the Liſt, and told me, it was the 
ill : Countries deſire that theſe men ſhould be the 
PS + Jury, and I was induced to believeit, in re- 
ed ward I know him tobe a popular-man. 
With this the. Jury began to murmur, and 
ch- told the Judge that the Councillor had abuſed 
0, them topleaſe his Client,as moſt of his frater« 
Ic- _ nity will do, and therefore would appeal, or 
ck ' ſtand to juſtification, 
nc Council, My Lord, here are ſome witneſſes 
oO {4 toprove the truth of what I have ſpoken. 
ut ' Judg. Let them come in. 
of Counc. Cryer, call Humility. 
bs, Cr. O yes, Humility, | 
a 7udg. Come friend, can you teſtifie any 
ſc thing againſt any of the Jury ?e 
Hum.My Lord,lam convinced,that all that 
/e- hath been ſpoken by the Worſhipful Coun- 
F- cillor is true, but eſpecially I can ſpeak ſome- 
IC thing more againſt Mr, A-priae, than hath 
Or been yet declared: for may it pleaſe your Ho- 
nour,he hath endeavoured to murder me,and 
my Neighbour Parzence : and his practice is 
3 in brave cloaths, bigg looks, ſwearing and 
[ ſwaggering,& inſulting over his poor Neigh- 
bours ; there was one Mr, Good-work lived in 
f the houſe before this fellow threw him out of 


'S 


the doors ; he ſpent more in Muſtard every 
year 
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year, than this gaudy Gentleman doth iti 
Beef ; he keeps two wicked men to his Ser- 
vants,the one is called Sroxey-heart,the other 
Bribe, and theſe help to keep him vp in his 
wicked courſes, 

My Lord, here are many more witnefles, if 
your Lordſhip pleaſe to examine them, 

2udg. No, no, this is not Zofhua's day ; Mr. 
Sheriff, let another Jury be impanneld imme- 
diately, a pack like the former, if they be to 
be gotten, 

Council, 

Before he find their Fellews, he muſ# rake 
Tophet throughout, and the infernal Lake. 

The Jury being choſen, were called, as fol- 
loweth, 

Mr. Love-friend one. 

Mr. Hate- ſtrife two. 

Mr. Free-man three. 

Mr. Cloath-back four. 

Mr, Warm- gat five. 

Mr. Good-work {i8. 

Mr. Neighbour-hood (even. 

Mr. Ope-honſe cight. 

Mr. Scorn-uſe ninc. 

Mr. Soft-heart ten. 

Mr. Aerry-man cleven, 

Mr. True-love twelve, : ; ; 

No man taking any exception againſt this 
Jury, the Clerk read the Inditement againſt 


01d Chriftmas, as followcth. 


Cler+ 


CID. III > 
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Cler. Chriſtmas hearken to thy Inditement, 


| Chriſtmas, thou art here indited by the name 


of Chriſtmas, of theTown of Superſtition,in the 
County of J/avlatry, and that thou haſt from 
time to time, abuſed the people of this Com- 


' mon-wealth, drawing and inticing them to 


, Drunkenneſs,Gluttony,G&unlawful Gaming, 


, Wantonneſs, Uncleanneſs, Laſciviouſneſs, 


wa 


RN .. 


Curling, Swearing, abuſe of the Creatures, 
ſome to one Vice,and ſome to another; all to 
Idlenefs: what ſayeft thou to thy Inditement, 
guilty, or not guilty ? he anſwered,not guilty, 
and ſo put himſelf to the Trial. | 

After this, the Pattics that can give Evi- 
dence againſt him are called. 

Conncil. 
His innocence appears, 1lay a Crown, 
Whiter than untrod Snow, er Culver down. 

Cler, Cryer, call in Gregory Grutch-meat. 

QO yes, Gregory Grutch-meat. 

/xdg. Come you Thin-belly,what can you 
ſay agaioft the Priſonerat the Bar, doſt thou 
know him ? 

Greg. Know him ? yes my Lord, his name 
is Chrifmas, a great waſter and Spendthrifr, 
he hath been allhis days,nothing likeSampſors 
Lion, Out of that eater came forth meat, but this 
old fellow devours all, and produces nothing, 
he paſſes the great cater of Kent, his mind is 
wholly ſet upon his belly, for ſatisfaQtion of 
which, he mwrders the poor innocent crea» 
tures; My Lerd,let the Recgxds be ſearcht,& 
before 


| 
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before the flood, we cannot find, that man ever 
eat any thing but fruit or herbs, but this Cor- 
morant is all for fleſh, flcſh, & eats it with the 
blood thereof, which is the cauſe that he is ſo 
beaſtly minded, a meer Eſau, he will ſell his | 
birthright to ſatisfie his belly, he is a Baſtard, * 
begort:en of the Horſeleeches daughter,conti- 
nually crying,Gve, Give; ſome people of this 
Nation, are ſo beſotted by this old fool, that 
they make a world of proviſion againſt his . 
coming, & invite him to be Gofhip to all their 
Pyes, and call them after his name,Chriſtmas- 
Pyes. 
'My Lord, here is an honeft Neighbour of 
mine called Pexch-gut, can tcftifie as much as 
my ſelf. | | 
Council. 

Hear me a word my Loyd, and if you pleaſe, 

Pharaohs i/l-favoured Kine were fed by theſe. 

Cler. Cryer, call Pinch-gut. 

Cy. O yes, Mr. Pinch-gut. 

7udg. Come fellow, what can you fay a- 
gainſt the Priſoner ? 

Pinch. I perceive my Lord, the Councillor 
is purpoſed to abuſe us, to pleaſe his Client, 
as all the fraternity will do : but I would have 
him know, that I was well deſcended, my Fa- 
ther was called Saving ,& my Mothers name 
was Spare, a very good houſewife, and of 
great repute amongſt the Farmers. 


?adg. Fellow, I am not come hereto exa- 
mine 
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vet |} mine pedigrees, were they as authentick as a 
Or- | Welthmans. But come, let me hear what thou 
the | canſt ſay in the behalf of the Common-wealth, 
$ſo || againſt the Priſoner at the Bar, 
his Pinch-gut. My Lord,lI can ſay that this Old 
rd, ! man is an Epicure, all his delight is to pleaſc 
nti- * hisPalat, his throat is an open Sepulchre, he 
this is the canker of the Common-wealth, worſe 
hat than the Locuſt, or the Palmer worm, and this 
his . is the ſum of what I can teſtific, 
1eir | Conncul. 
14s- | Thu u aliveral fellow 'tis confeſt, 
: He will keep all, and give away the reſb. 
rof } 7Judg. What witneſſes are there more ? 
Nas þ Clerk, Call Mr, Allwork, 
 _C:. Oyes, Mr. Aliwork, Allwork,, Allwork. 
7udg. Friend, What's the matter you mult 
aſe, | have ſo much calling, and ſo long coming ? 
eſe, Connc. | 
It muft be ſo my Lord even ſnails keep ſtate, 
When with ſlow pace, their horns peep forth the 
y a- þ (oate. 
Allwork, I was very buſic my Lord, in my 
llor # ſhop 


ent, Judg. Can you evidence any thing againſt 
ave J the Priſoner ? 
Fa- Al. I can witneſs that he is a very idle 


ume f fellow: Ifawa warrant the other day under 


| of } the Lord chief Juſtices own hand, command- 


ing vsto work fix days, and this old villain 
would perſwade us to play twelve;he teaches 
alſy 
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alſo revelling and rebellion, we cannot bear 
any rule with our ſervants when he comes, for 
if we command them to follow their work, * 
they will murmur and deny it, ſaying, Is it 
not Chriſtmas time ? 

Thus my Lord, and ſeveral other wayes, 
he is the author of Rebellion and ſedition ; 
in fire my. Lord, he brings with him, both 
fice, fuel, and bellows of contention, Thus be- 
ing extream hafty about my labour, I defire 
your honour to excuſe me. 

Counc. 
Go too induſirions fool, labour for thoſe, 
Which ne're will thank thee ; nay, perhaps thy 
oes 
7udg. Are there any more ? 

Clerk, Call Mr. Mean-well. 

Cr. Oyes, Mr, Mean-well. 

7udg. Come fellow, what can you ſay ? 

Mean. My Lord, I can fay that this Old 
man is a ſpend-thrift, a riotous ſpoyl-good, 
he is the chief cauſe that the good creatures / 
are abuſed, he is a ſuperſtitious and an Idola- 
trous fellow, an obſerver of times, he makes | 
his belly his god, a meer Dzves, he fares deli- |; 
cioully every day, but his feaſting is the cauſe 
of poor Lazarws his faſting. 

He provokes only to wanton fulneſs, and 
luſtful love, he makes thoſe that love him, & | 
his company, unfit for any good duties; but | 
on the contrary, he makes them ready for 3 

evil, 


Whether the Rainbow had a ſtrins or no, 
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evil,as uncleanneſs,ſcurrility, vain talking,and 
the like ; he 1s like the Idolatrous 1/raelites, 
they ate and drank, no mention of grace be- 
fore meat, and roſe upto play, there is no 


\ mention of grace after meat ; juſt ſo doth he, 
* heteaches that which the people of the old 


world practiſed, only cating and drinking, 8 
ſuch other delights : This was he, my Lord, 
that invited Fobs ſons to dinner. 

He overcomes men with ſurfeiting &drun- 
kenneſs, and makes them that they cannot 
pronounce Shibeleth ; he hath twelve ſons,all 
follow the ſteps of their Father,andthey keep 
company with one Mr. Prodigal, Mr, Waſt- 
ful, Belly-chear, and 7dle, with Mr. Gameſter, 
and ſuch others like them, all the accurſed 
brats of baſe men, here is a friend of mink, 
called Mrs. Prudence, ſhe can inform your ho- 
nour of ſomething elſe. 

Council. 


T by name s Mean- well, friend, 1 know 'tis ſo 


' That thou art call d,yet [o thou ne're didſt do, 


Thby Father he was call'd Curious, he would 
(know 


What wood the man that's in the 100n deth 


( carry, 
Or whether he intend or no to maryy, 


Such Monſters, yea (ſuch Satyrs, and mad 


( ftrains, 
Danc'd in the wilderneſs of hs wild brains, 
B 2 Cler. 


20 The Tryal 


Cler. Call Mrs. Prudence. 

Cr. Oyes, Mrs. Prudence. 

7uds., Make room for that Gentlewoman 
to conic in, Come good woman, arc not 
you a ſtranger hereabouts ? 

Prid. My Lord, whereſoever your honour 
is, 1 deſire to be your hand-maid ; as for my 
rcſidence,itis molt in the Univerfity,and here 
and there, ſometimes in the Country, ] am 
fourd as ſoon in a lowly cottage, as under a 
lofty Crown, | 

| have a lifter called Wiſdowe, we alwayes 
travel and dwell together. 

74dg. Jury take a ſpecial notice of this 
womans teſtimony, and get as much acquain- 
tance With her & her ſiſter as you can, Come 
vertuous woman, let me hear what thou canſt 
ſay in the behalf of the Common-wealth a- , 
eainſt the Priſoner. 

Prud. My Lord, much hath been already 
ſpoken, and much more I can fay, this Old 
man hath been one chief inſtrument that land 
my children have been abuſed. 1 have three : 
Daughters, my Lord, the firſt is called Pati- | 
ence,the ſecond Temperance,the third Chaſtity, 
and one alſo named Sobriety, all theſe by this 
Chriſtmaſſesmeans,areinjuriouſly dealt withal, 
and violently handled, which before his com- 
ing, were 1n good eſtimation in Gentlemens 
houſcs; my Daughter Patienceis an admirg- 
ble good ſervent, ſhe uſes to look to the chil- 

dren 
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dren and fervants, and would keep them in 
love, peace, and quict; if at any time ſhe 
were reviled, ſhe would not revile again. 
7oſephs words were often in her mouth, Sze 
that ye fall not out by the way ; ſhe is an exccl- 
lent Labourer, and in the winter time of ad- 
verſity,no Chiriſtian able to live without her, 
yet this naughty fellow, hath much wronged 
this my Daughter, and cauſed her to be 
thrown out of doors ; for whereſoever he is 
entertained, he carries a very baſe fellow cal. 
led Gameſter with him, and he hath two com- 
panions, the one called Spendall,and the other 
Careleſs: theſe will ride abroad night-times, 
vizarged, to glean money, to maintain their 
play, and make men ſtand, that would fain be 
going, and leave the ſtranger with a heavy 
heart, and light purſe ; This Gameſter hath al- 
ſo one chief man called Anger, and alfo two 
Pages, the one called Swearing, the gther Cur- 
ſing, and when there 1s any difference about 
their Maſters play, theſe two preſently call in 


' two others as good as themſelves, one named 


Luarrelling, the other named Fighting, and 


: | theſe murder my Daughter Patience. 


For my ſecond Daughter Temperance,ſhe is 
a very abltemious maid, and uſes alwayes to 
wait upon the Table, before this wicked 
wretch comes, and then ſhe is baniſht, or 


| choakcd,at the beſt thrown out of the doors ; 
and then perhaps, muſt lye without. in the 


B 3 ſtreet, 
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ſtreet, no entertainment can ge!, if he be in 
the Town, unleſs it be at ſome honeſt Tradeſ- 
mans houſe,it may be at the Miniſters,if he be 
one of the laſt Edition. 

My third Daughter Chaſtsty is as beautiful 
as the Sun, and ſhe is a Chamber-maid, and 
this fellow is the cauſe that ſhe is abuſed alſo, 
for Gluttony hath two Aſſociates, Chambering 
& Wantonne(5,& theſe kick my poor Daugh- 
ter divers times down the ſtairs; Thus my 
Lord,my children, whom I have ſo educated, 
as they are fit companions for Princes, are by 
this vile Varlet abuſed ; my Lord, in few 
words, he is the cauſe that many men make 
their Tables an Altar to their belly,and a ſnare 
to their ſouls. 

Judg. Prudence, Many women have done 
vertuouſly, but thou haſt excelled them all. 

Pru, Good my Lord pity me. 

2udg. I do, and will pity thee. 

Coun, 
Good my Lord, your pity a while withold, 
One Tale ts good, uniil the other's told, 
Hear but old Chriftmas what he ſays, and then 


\ You will reſerve ſome pity for old men. 


Fudg. Old Chriſtmas hold up thy head, and | 
ſpeak for thy ſelf, thou haſt heard thy indite- 
ment, and alſo what all theſe Witneſſes have 
evidenced againſt thee, what ſayeſt thou now 
for thy ſelf, that ſentence of "condemnation 
ſhould not be pronounced againſt thee ! 

Chriſtm, 
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Chriftm. Good my Lord, be favourable to 


- an old man, I am above one thouſand {1x hun. 


dred years old, and never was queſtioned at 

Sizes or Seſſions before:myLord,look on theſc 

white hairs, are they not a Crown of glory ? 
7udg, Yea,if they be found in a good way, 

Chriſtm. I hope you ſhall not find theſe in 
a bad way. 

And firſt my Lord, I am wronged in being 
indited by a wrong name.I am corruptly call. 
ed Chriſtmas, my name is Chriſt-tide,or time. 

And though I generally come at a ſet time, 


. yet I am with him every day that knows how 
' to uſe me, 


My Lord,let the Records be ſearcht,& you 
ſhall find,that the Angels rejoyced at my com- 
ing,& ſung Gloria in excelſis; the Patriarchs, 
and Prophets longed to ſee me. 

The Fathers have ſweetly imbraced me,our 
modern Divines all comfortably cheriſht me, 


| Olet me not be deſpiſed now I'm old. Is there 
;not an injunction in Magna charta, that com- 
;mands men to inquire for the old way, which 
jis the good way; many good deeds do l do,O 
iwhy do the people hate me?weare command. 
Jed to be given toHoſpitality,& this hath been 


y practice from my youth upward : I come 
0 put men in mind of their redemption, to 
ave them love one the other, to impart with 
omething here below, that they may receive 
nore & better things above ; the wiſe man 
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ſaith,There 1s 4 time for all things, & why not 


for thankfulacſs?] have been the cauſe, that at *' 


my coming Miniſters have inſtructed the peo- 


ple every dayin the publick,telling the people | 
how they ſhould uſe me, 6 other delights, not * 


to effeminate or corrupt the mind & bid them 
abhor thoſe pleaſures from which they ſhould 
not riſc bettered, and that they ſhould by no 
means turn paſs-time into Trade ;: Andif that 
at any time they have ſtept an inch into ex- 


ceſs,to puniſh themſelves for it, & be ever af- , 


ter the more careful to keep within compaſs. 
And did alfo adviſe them to manage their 
ſports without Paſſion;they would alfo tell the 


people, that their feaſts ſhould not be much |; 


more than nature requires : and grace mode- 
1ates;not pinching,nor pampering: And where- 


| 


as they ſay that I am the cauſe they ſit down | 

co meat, riſc up again graceleſs, they abun- | 
dantly wrong me : [I have told them, that be- } 
fore any one ſhould put his hand in the diſh, he 


ſhould look up to the owner, & hate to put one | 


morſel in his mouth unbleſſed: I tell them they 
Qug ht to give thanks for that which is paid for 
already, knowing that neither the meat, nor 
the mouth, northe man,are of his own making : 
I bid them fill their bellies, not their eyes, and 


riſe from the board, not olutted, but only ſatiſ- | 
fied,and charge. them to have a care,that their / 


guts be no hindrances to their brains or hands, 


6 that they ſhould not loſe themſclves in their 
l feaſts, 
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; feaſts, but bid them be ſoberly merry, 
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and 
wiſely free. I alſo adviſe them to get friendly 


Thrift to be their Caterer,and Temperance to 
carve at the board, and be very watchful that 


,not * obſcenity,detraCtion, and ſcurrility be baniſht 
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the table; but let their diſcourſe be as ſavoury 
as the meat,and ſo feed as though they did ear 
to live,not live to cat,and at laſt, riſc as full of 
thankfulneſs,as of food : This hath, this is,& 
this ſhall be my continual practice. Now con- 
cerning the particulars that theſe folks charge 


' me with, I cannot anſwer them, becauſe I do 
! not remember them,my memory is but weak, 
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as old mens uſe to be: but methinks they 
ſeem to be the ſeed of the Dragon, they ſend 
forth of their mouths, whole floods of impi- 
ous inventions againſt me,&: lay to my charge 
things which I amnot guilty of, which hath 
cauſed ſome of my friends to forſake me,and 
look upon me as a ſtranger: My brother Good- 
works broke his heart when he heard on it; my 
ſiſter Charity wastakenwith the Num-pallie,ſo 
that ſhe cannot ſtretch forth an hand : O tell it 
not in the City, nor publiſh it in the Country: 
my Lord, I am but a bad Orator, therefore 1 
humbly deſire your honour, to hearken to my 
Council and Witneſles. | 
' Inthe mean ſpace, Ile weep, 1 cannot hold, 
Good works are dead, and charities half cold, 
{#ag, Councillor, what can you ſay ? 
Counc, Mcthinks my Lord,the very clouds 
| bluſh, 


26 The Tryal 


bluſh, to ſee this old Geatleman thus egregi- | 


ouſly abuſed ; if at any time any have abuſed 
themſelves by immoderate cating and drink- 


1ng,or otherwiſe ſpoyl the creatures, it 1s none | 
of this old mans fault,ncither ought he to ſuf-. 


fer for it : for example,the Sun and the Moon * 
are by the heathens worſhipt, are they there- | 


fore bad becauſe idoliz'd, ſo if any abuſe this 
old man, they are bad for abuſing him, not he 
bad for being abuſed: Theſe Baſtards of Amon, 
havc abuſed him,and therefore now would ba- 
niſh him : far be it from my Lord, to caſheir a 
good thing, with the baſe uſe annexed there. 


A 
LO VEE” >. a ethmn. . 


unto: They term his charity waſting and ſpoil- : 


ing, the making of Idlers, and increaſing of 
Beggars : but where too much charity hath 
ſlain her thouſands, too little hath ſlain her ten 
thouſands : ſome of theſe witnefles did hint at 
Religion, but I believe they are Maidens for 


that, the firſt that woos them may win them : 


they tax him of Rebellion and-ſedition, but 
how can love and peace be the Author of 


that ? for that is his Motto. 


As for Mrs. Prudence, becauſe your honour | 


is pleaſed to give more credence to her teſti» 
mony,than to any of the reft,l ſhall anſwer her 
in particulars : and firſt for her children,{ muſt 
confeſs,as ſhe ſaid,they are fit companions for 
Princes,but ſhe ſlanders Old Father Cbr:/imas, 
to ſay that he ever wronged any of them ; no, 
2c ever hada good cſtcem of them, it was one 
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{ Anger, a fiery Fellow, with Wrath and Rage 
his ſons,that threw her Daughter Patience out 
f doors, and not he: and for her Daughter 
emperance,it was Gluttony,and unſatiable ap- 
etite, that abuſed her, and not this Old Man. 
{ And for her Daughter Chaſtity,it was a ſcur- 
ivy ſcabby fellow, called Carnal Concupiſcence, 
that forced her, therefore | beſeech your ho. 
nour give not any car to theſe falſe reports. 
Then ſaid the Judge, Mr.Shersff,give order for 
the apprehending of theſe fellows, &-preſent- 
I1y after apprehending of them,execute them. 
1 Then drag thews to the ditch, where let them ye, 
! So long as one man hath a memory, 
} Counc. My Lord, here arc ſome honeſt men 
deſire to give in their evidence in the old mang 
behalf. 
7udg. Who are they, let them be called. 
Clerk, Cryer, call Simon Servant. 
Cy. O yes, S$mon Servant. 
Call Peter Poor. 
Cr. Peter Poor. 
Call Nicholas Neighbourhocd. 
Cr. Nich. Newhbourhood. 
'  Judg. Come Simon Servant, what can you 
| ſay in the behalf of the Old Man here? 
* Serv. My Lord live at the Town of Bond, 
4 inthe County of little Reſf;my Mafter is called 
1 Mr. Hard-beart, a great enemy to this old fa. 
ther at the Bar; but for my own part, I will 
ſpeak upon my oath, that I had ſuffered more 


than 
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than an Egyptian bondage, had it not been for 


im, 

I had had a Sabbathleſs purſuit of my Ma- 
ſters labour, had it not been for him ; the very 
beafts that groan under the burden are behold- 
en to him for caſe, for when the Ox and the 
Aſſes neck ſeemed married to the yoak, he dis 


vorced them ; the very Jews had their Jubi- ' 


lees, times of reſt ; therefore, good my Lord,if 
you give us nothing, keep not our brick and 
ſtraw from us. 
7udg, Peter Poor, What can you ſay ; 
Poor. My Lord, I dwell at the Town of 
Want, in the County of Needs, poor in name, 
and poor in eftate ; and had it not been for oJd 
Chriſtmas,l had been poorer, if poorer | could 
have been : had it not been for him, my beſt 
friend God-free Giving, had loſt his life ; all 
that have ſpoken againit him,are all Gadarexs, 
and of the Linage of \Vabal (Mrs. Prudence on- 
ly excepted) if you take away this merry old 
Gentleman from us, you take away all ,,,, 
joy and comfort that we have on carth. 
Heat us good Judge, we for thy favour call, 
Save him alzve, or elſe deſtroy us all. 
Clerk, Call Mr. Neighbourhood. 
Cr. O yes, Nezobbour-hood. 
Juag. Come friend, what can you ſay ? 
Negbbour. May it pleaſe you my Lord, 1 


dwell at the Town of Amity, in the County of 
Unity,my Father was the good Samaritan,aud 


m 
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my Mother was called Dorcas, and all that I 
can ſay for this Old Man is, that he is a very 
kind and loving man, inoffenſive to all, a ha- 
terof ſtrife, a lover of harmleſs mirth, our 
whole Town and County are much beholding 
to him when he comes, for he uſes all means 
to bring us together,and to renew friendſhip ; 
he is a great Pcace-maker, if there have been 
any difference betwixt party and party, he 
wilt endeavour to end it in an amicable way : 
he always uſes to tell me (next God) I muſt 
love my name-ſake, to glorifie the firft, and 
tenderly affect the ſecond: in fine,qmy Lord, he 
15 as like Goodneſs as Charity can make him. 

"Moreover my Lord, he is our Land-mark, 
and itis forbidden in /agna Charta to re- 
move the Land-mark. 

Hica Buſy. My Lord, there be four godly 
perſons more which have very material and 
convincing evidence againſt this old Delin- 
quent at the Bar, who crave admiſſion. 

Judg. What are their names and qualuies ? 

Cler. Col. Reynard, a vagrant Brafier. 

Judg. A vargrant Braſier, what's that ? 

Coun. Crab, A Tinker, my good Lord,cer- 
tainly he is no enemy agaioft Chriſtmas, who 
hath ſo commonly brow zed upon hoſpitality, 

and Whoſe trade hath been to live upon the 
common decay of Kettles, Bowls, Bellows, 6z 
Braſs pots, which are deſtroyed inthe ſweet 
ſervice of ChriStn as. 

Judg, 
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Judg. What are the other ? 
Cler.. Mr. Trueſon a Tranſlator. 
Jud. A Tranſlator of what? of Boots or Books? 
Coun. Crab. A Cobler my Lord, a fellow 
meerly for his own ends, one that doth wax 


great by the deſtruttion of ſouls, and would 


deſtroy Chritmas at laſt, 

Jucg. Proceed. 

Cler. Captain Dray, Brewer. G 

Coun. Doth he oppoſe us ? ſhall his Barre 
head run atilt againſt Chr3Fmas? doth any 
man in theWorld grow rich upon more unne- 
ceſſary exceſs than the Brewer ? a man who 
cannot ſubſiſt upon ſober draughts, but upon 
the reeling Riots of full bowls and high in- 
temperance, moderate drinking would quite 
begger him. 

Judg. What « the other ? 

Cler. Mr. Tremble, a Pin-maker by Pro- 
fcthon,and a Quaker in Religion. 

Coun. Crab. A man poſleft with a familiar 
ſpirit, who in a point of humility conceives no 
man above him, one that without all queſtion, 
makes Nonſenſe his private ſtody,for it is im- 


poſſible he ſhould deliver it ſo excellently ill | 


without premeditation, 
Judg. Let them be all,but orderly,admitted. 
Cler. Cryer, call Col, Reynard. 
Cr. Q yes, Col. Reynard appear in Court 
here. 
?ndg. Come Col. Reyward, what have you 
BY to 


| 


| 
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to ſay againſt Old Chriſtmas, the Priſoner at 
the Bar ? 

Col. My Lord he is a Malignant, a high lo- 
ver of Kings, Honour, & Nobility, a great ha- 
ter of Saints, SecCtariſts, and Souldiers; that 
which he calls Liberality,Bounty and Charity, 


| may be of pernicious conſequence to our new 


Commonwealth,in drawing agreater party of 
the people by the teeth, & raiſing a larger fa. 
Ction with his Reaſons,then we ſhall be able to 
quell by our Religions ; that which is a bright 
vertue in our friends, is a great evil in our c- 
nemics ; 6 as an evil may not be committed 
that good may come of it, ſoin the contrary a 
good is dangerous, Which introduceth an evil 
conſequence : To conclude therefore, if this 
Old Man may be permitted to carry on his 
high hoſpitality, we ſhall in ſmall time have 
ſuch a fat fed Army of Chriſtmas Cormorants 
raiſed up againſt us,that although we have de- 
ſroyed all the Arguments of the Father Chri/?- 
»14s,we ſhall be all routed with Reaſons of the 
Son, My Lord,look to it, and you Gentlemen 
of the Jury, it will be too lace to conſider, 
when his power is gotten above diſputation ; 
I would have his body lye in priſon,and eſtate 
remain under ſequeſtration, 
1 am a Souldier, and we all agree, 
Prevention # the heart of policy. 

Judg. You have no more to ſay but this then 

Cel, And | think cnovgh my Lord. 
Judg» 


| 
| 
' 
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Judg. Proceed tothe next. 


Cler, Cryer, call Mr. 77ueſon. | 
Cr. O yes, Mr. Trueſon come in Court,and 


give evidence for the Common-wealth againſt 


the Priſoner at the Bar. 
Judg. What ſay you Mr. Trueſon ? Speak ont 
to the Fury. 
Mr.7ru,My Lord,although T am now under- 
laid witt: the title of Colonel, I have been a 
Tranſlater, but I cannot find in any Tranſlati- 
on,by expreſs command,that we ought to 0b= 
ſcrve the annual Feſftivity of Chriſtmas, & the 
argument they bring that it hath been decreed 
by Councils,6&: continued by Authority of the 
Church,conduceth not to my ſatisfaCtion,for I 
gche Churches, & will allow no Councils,but 
a Council of war, they were but men, who ac- 
cording to their temporary advantages by the 
power of their Churches raiſed theſe Feſtivals 
up,and we arc men, Who for our convenien- 
ces, by the ſtrength of our Stables will pull 
them down, Sc velo, ſic jubeo. 
Judg. Ton have (aid, proceed. 
Cler. Cryer, call Col, Dray. 
Cr. Col. Dray, Col. Dray. 
Coun. Make room there for the Dray. | 
Jud. Col.Dray, What ſay you to the Priſoner Þ 
Col. Dray. My Lord,1f 1 thonld conſider my 
particular intereft before the common good, I 
haveſomthing to ſayfor Chri/fmas,he hath been 


always agood fellow,a friendto the Brewer,6z 


ſo 
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ſo full of peace, that he would willingly Mve eve- 
ry Tub ſtand upon his own bottom : but when I 
perceived him factious, and that he ſtood upin 
defence of that Golsah Kingly Government, I 
thought ir neceſſary with my David-like cou- 
rage to deſtroy him with my Slings, and have 
brought the land into ſuch a moderate condition, 
that every man may be his own Prince, and his 
own Prieft for tis own profit, I will therefore 
furniſh-him with no more drink, for my Tubg 
ſhall be imployed in holier uſes. P 

Coun, The barrel it turn'd to a dub, a dub, dub, 
And the Brewer bath told you 4 tale of a Tub. 
Cler, Cryer, call Mr,Tremble. . 
Cr. Mr. Tremble, Tremble, make room for the 
Quaker : What doth he come in naked ? | 
Trem. Thou muſt underſtand that the truth 
ſhould be ſo: What ſayeſt thou to me ? 
Cler. Speak to the Judge and Jury. : 
Jo's. What. can. you ſay againſt Chriftmias, ir 
behalf of the State? we +1 | 
Trem. Thou ſhalt know, that I acknowledge 
neither Chriſtma, nor the State,the one is. Glut= 


| rony,the other Pride : And what art thou ? 


Cley. It.is the Judge, Pull off your hat. 
Trem. Here is even one Idol going to judge 
another : Oh, thou man of early) Judge not leſt 
thou beeſt judged ; come down from thine high 
place, and humble thy ſelf amongſt thy bre- 
_ until thou n as vile in thine own cyCs as 
thou art in mine, for till ut 
x Thi 
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The Spirit bath convinced thee of priac, 
Thou art as great a ſinner as Chiift tide. 


Thy ſcarlet Gown, and the Harlot of Z3#- 
bylons Petticoat where both cut out of one piece, 
Cry. Tremble, you are too rude; Pull off 
our hat. 
Judg. Let him alove, what doft thou ſay againſi 
Chriſtmas ? 
' Trem,. | ſpeak to thee thou man of ſin, that 
exalteſt thy ſclf above thy brethren : As for 
Chriſtmas, he hath committed folly in 17 ael, and 
is already rewarded; he hath ſold his birth- 
right for a meſs of Plumb-pottage + but thou 
art the very picture of Antichriſt, therefore 
Come down thou Lucifer. 
Judg. Keep bim back, 
Cler.Take bim away ,hedoth diſturb the Court. 


Coun. The Pinmaker in his own trade doth fail 
He makes a ſpeech bath neither head nor rail 


My honoured Lord, here are three eminent 
perfons, whoſe families are all ancient and honeſt, 
that humbly deſire they may preſcat their vindi- 
cations in behalf of the Old man. 

Judge, Their names. 

Cler. Sir Peaceful Plenty Kt. and Baronet. Sic 
Charles Charity, Kr.& Dot. Holy-heart, a Divine, 

Judg.Grve rtbem admittance. 

Cley, Call Sir Peaceful Plenty. 


Cry. 
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.. Cr1.0 yesSir Peaceful Plenty appear in Court; 
What can you fay that judgment may not pro- 
cced againſt the priſoner ? 

Sir Peac> That is the judgement of all well- 
meaning men in Chriftendome, he ſhould be 
freed, and with much reverence regarded: My 
Lord, do but conſider the quality of his accu- 
ſers, men that under pretence of being for the 
common good, have baſely.ingrofſed the come 
mon plenty of this fruitful Nation, and hid it in 
obſcure corners, who do avoid the celebration of 
Chriſtmas for no other end but as they are ſworn 
encmies to liberality : Perſons that are known 
Gluttons in their own private families, but are 
fcarfu} that a publick Feaſt ſhould betray them 
to publick acts of bounty;who at a thankſgiving 
for the deftruQtion of brothers bloud, engroſs 
whole Markets for their Gluttony, but in com» 
memoration of him who ſhed his own blood 
to preſerve ours, an unneceſſary number of &v- 
rious queſtions are ſtarted . about: the nicety of 
time, and whether it be by Apoftolical injbn- 
Ction, therefore I beſeech you,my Lord,and you 
Gentlemen of the Jury, let the quality of his 
accuſers be conſidered, 


When juft Job was arcus'd by falſe pretence, 


We read the Devil gave in evidence. 


Fudg. Call che next. 
C 2 Cler. 
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Cler. Cryer, call Sir Charles Charity. 

C3.O yes,Sir Charles Charity (if thou canſt) 
accuſe the priſoner at the Bar in bchalf of the 
Common-wealth. | 

Sir Ch.1 have more charity,and ſo ſhould they 
have that have brought him hither, 

Judg. What cas you ſay in defence of him ? 

Sir Ch. This my Lord,that kc hath done more 
good in twelve dayes, than twenty thouſand 
Schiſmaticks have done in twelve years, he doth 
not only enjoin open houſ-keeeping, but open 
Church-keeping, where the ſoul is feaſted with 
praying and preaching of Gods word, cxhibi» 
tion of Sacraments, and other pious Rites, per- 
rinent and proper to the eternal Author of their 
devotion'; his open heart hath relieved millions 
of diſtreſicd people, whilſt the uncharitable 
hands of his perſecutors have deſtroyed thous 
ſands, and fed upon the blood of their beſt bene- 
factors. | 


That perſon 1s a moſt ungrateful liver, 
Who begs the benefit, and kills the Giver. 


My Lord, I could fay much more, which 1 
ſuppoſe will be more ſuccintly cxpreſt in the 
brevity of a reverend Doctor, who appears here 
upon the ſame account, 

Judg, Call the Doltor. 

Crjer, Doctor Holy-heart appear in Court. 


Juog, 
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Judg. Come Doftor, what ſay you ? 

Dottor. With reverence to. your honour,l am 
provoked by my conſciegce to vindicate the 
clear integrity of this injured priſoner at the Bar, 
I have obſcrved all the trial, and do wonder 
what kind of counterfeit creature abuſed your 
honour, by aſſuming the ſacred perſon of Mrs. 
Prudence, as if Prudence could be fo blind not 
to diſtinguiſh betwixt the righteouſneſs of 
Chriſtmas,-and the riots of his Intruders, bc- 
twixt uſe and abuſe, as ifa Church ſhould be 
pulled down, becauſe a pocket hath been picke 
init; itis theneweſt kind 'of Prudence that e- 
yer I read of. For Chriſtmas | have thus much 
to ſay for his antiquity, he hath been well re- 
ceived by the beft reformedChurches above nine 
hundred years,and was highly reverenced in the 
primitive purity many hundred years before Po- 
pery was hatched;nor can this Feſtival be a ſug. 
geſtion of Antichriſt (as ſome obje) for whac 
advantage can it be to Antichriſt that our Saviour 
ſhould have iſs birttvday celebrated; if our Ac- 
cuſcrs object we have no Scripture command for 
it, let them ſhew in whatScrpiture it is forbidden, 
or let but-equal Judges ballance the picty of An. 
tiquity with our diſtraCtedtimes,and then thence 
judge whether it is likely that we ſhould have 
more inſpiration or revelation in twenty years, 
than the ſucceſſion of many religious Ages in 
nine hundred and ſixty. For other Objections I 

C 3 hold 
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hold them frivolous, and unfit for Anſwers. 

After this ſpeech the Jury were ordered by 
the Judge to withdraw, and bring in their ver- 
dit, who in very ſhort time returned, and 
brought him in, Not guilty, with their own 
judgement upon it. That he who would not fully 
celebrate Chri/tmas, ſhould forfeit his eſtate. 
The Juoge being a man of old integrity, was 
very well pleaſed, and Chriſtmas was releaſed 
with a great deal of triumph and cxaltation. 


| But as be walk'd they ſtrewed all bis wayes 
With Holly, oy, Roſemary and Bayes. 


The end of the Forenoon Tryal, 
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To Mr. jp mes is handde 
and Mr. Fohn Block his' 


Brother ; SEO In, 
Plymouth. 
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Gentlemen, . (48 anS AN 


Uſt now is come into the Har- 
bour, the good Ship called 
the Z5#r#ful Remembrance ; 

the Maſtcr of her is called OI4 
ChriStmas,ſhe is Laden with Hoſpi- 
tality, a Commodity that 1s very 
(carce; ſhe could hardly eſcapeNau- 
frage, The Euroclydon winds and 
waves conſpired againſt herto daſh 


her in pieces againſt the black _—_ 
® 


of Oblivion; where ſhe had pe. 
riſhed, had ſhe not born up to the 
Cape of Good Hope. And al- 
though M. Starve-mouſe, and Mr. 
| Cold-kjtching repine at his Land- 

ing, ye l know that both you will 
' congratulate with the Maſter for his 
fafe arrival ; - 
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And foeedily to him reſort, 
And bid him welcome to your Port. 


s # 


— 


Yours, 
7. F. 


To |; 
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To my good Friend Mr. Philip 
Pearce of Modbury. 


Sr, 

Eve I preſent you with a New-ne- 

thing for a New-years gift, 1 am 4- 

hamed of it, but I cannot now prevent it x 

Thave been told that there have ſome been 

iſpleaſed with the former part, and 1 am 

\Uorry that 1 have offended my weak Bre- 

thren ; let them forgive me this, and 1 

will never trouble them with [uch a Toy any 
ore, 


And for your part you may me juſtly blame, 
Unto this worthleſs piece to | 96 your name, 
"But if there ought be here that like you ao, 
2} {1 pray fall to't, and much good do you to0s 
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Afﬀeernoon Tryal 


OF 


CHRISTMAS, 


O omit the various diſcourſe which: the 
Judges, Sheriffs, and Juftices had at Din- 
ner ; when'they were reterned, and had 
{taken their places onthe Bench, they comman- 
' "ded to bring Old Chriftmas to the Bar;zwho when 
e.came look't ſo ſmug and pleaſant, his cherry 
heeks appeared: through his thin milk white 


. . locks, like bluſhing Roſes: vail'd with fabw 


| [white Tiffany ; or like the Lilly matcht with the 
Carnation, the true Emblem of: Joy and Inno- 
ence ; which the Judges having taken notice 
f, ſaid, ' Methinks you put a good face upon't 
Id Man. 
Chr. 

An miſtain'd Conſcience on the Rack. can file, 
And makss a better face than wing or oil, j 

F ome 


The Tryal 


Come, come ſaid the Judges, are the Jury 
greed ? With that Sir Mice told the Judge, that 
one Mr, x44), a may that hgd the greateſt 
Eftate in the Countrey, with Captain Capons- 
fate,and Mrs. All-ttygh big Siſter did deſire their 
Evidence wn Paag taken in the behalf of the 
Commo alth; and; aueſted the Judge, 
that ſuc eas mA apa dg es ni he 
have the benefit of a Council as their Antago- 
niſt had. L 


?udg. 1 will give all liberty and freedom for a 
Lelalprolwedivg, and will take all pairs that 
may be to give all parties, if poſſible, ſatisfaQi- 
on ; 'and .tq this purpofe Sir He chufe your 
Counſellor, and let the witneſſes be call'd: on 


both parts that have not yet eppearcd: And you |, 


ury, give your beſt attention, for it concetns 
| e life of the Old mag.. : | | 


_ With that Sir Hice buſic, delivered a Fee to 
Cougſellour Yerjace, a ſowre took't fellow ; 
D! on _ FREIE not Gn at his 
-looks, bot Pig-agais ;: in the mean 
time theze food up a Covatry fellow,and called 
to the Judge and ſaid, My Lord, if your Honour 
be at Put, it is ftop game, for there be two 
Rnaves a-board; meaning the two Counſellors : 
to whom the Judge replyed ; 
$64. Syrah, firrah, be ſilent, or you fhall.be 
pur, 


kk. tr. 
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put, where you ſhall neither ſee light} nor Sun 
this ſcanight. 


Conntry fell. Then goodnight Sir. 


Then there was a Lift delivered to the Clerk; 
of thoſe that had not yet appeared againſt the 
Old man in the forenoon ; then the Judg com- 
manded they ſhould be called, ' 


Cl. Cryer, Call Mr. Blind-zeal. 

Cry. © yes, Mr. Blind-zeal. 

Coun, Crab. 
Zeal it it blind, if kpeatvledge dork not- picdde ; 
Knowledge is lame, if not by zeal ſupply d. 


Znag. Where is the Witneſs that was calPd-? 
cannot he find the way in? is there never a 


Scholar to help lead him ? 


Crab. ; 
No, as for ſuch, he wiſh them hang'd and atad ; 


. The furious fool, will not be taught nor led. 


Toroſt an Egg he as much fire doth wake, 
Ai judgment for to roaſt an Ox doth take. 


7uadg. Come friend, what can you ſay ? 
Bli 
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..  Blindz, My Lord, this Old wretch Chrs/mas 
at the Bar, hate him with an inveterate hatred, 
he hath been an utter undoer of many a good 
friend of mine; my Lord it's great pity that the 
Cockatrice had not been cruſht in the ſhell, then 
had: the hfe of many a Creature been ſaved, for 
he hath been a Murtherer from the beginning; 
at his coming ſcarce an houſe in the Countrey, 
but there is one or other dead in it; he hath a 
younger brother called Mr. Zerr, he hath al. 
wayes hated his bloudy praFtiſes, and openly by 
Proclamation hath detefted them, and Enacted 
penalties by a Law to'be levied. on thoſe that 
follow any of his riotous courſes ; yet this milde 
Gentleman, Mr. Lent, hath been long ſick, and 
we fear he-will hardly recover; but if he do 
dic, f will ſwear this Old man hath been the 
death of him. Therefore, good my Lord, let 
Juſtice be executed upon him as a Mortherer. 


Coun. Crab. 
Away blind fool, do'ſt thou not life regard, 
To hang him firft, and judge him afterward ? 


Conn. Verj. 1 would have you know Crab,that | 
this Gentleman that laft expreſt himſelf, is as 
virtuous and Religious as you are profane and 
baſe, and were it not in this honourable pre- 
ſence, I could kick you below ſcorn, as once 
f raiſed you above your expectation. 


Conn, 
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| Coun. Crab. You Vinegar face, Your Mothers 


bottle, and the Ink-mans barrell were Couzen 
germans, 


Conn. Verj, Sitrah do not quarrel. 

Tud. What Witneſſes are there more ? 

Cler. Cryer, call Captain Capons-face. 

Cry. O yes, Captain Capons-face. 

7#d. Captain, what can you ſay in the 
behalf ofthe Common-wealth againſt the Priſo- 


ner at the bar ? 


Coun. Crab. T'le cut his coxcomb by and by. 


Capt. Capons-face. My Lord I was told that in 
the forenoon he ftood upon his juſtification, and 
denied that ever he was the Author of Sedition. 
Now, my Lord, I can prove that at the Town 
of Stomach, in the County of Corps, he hath 
been che chief cauſe of Mutiny and Iafur- 
rection; for when Captain Hot, and Liecute- 
' nant Cold, Collonel Roaſt, and Major Boildy 
Enſign Fiſh and Serjcant Fowle, and Corporal 
Fleſh, with other Common Souldiers met 1 
the guard, there muſt needs be a 
to_ the great detriment of the C 
wealth of Nature, And "pp my bo 
c 
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he cauſeth men to dig their own graves with 
their Teeth : He makes the Drunkard ſing 
whilft the drink is ſfighing, And thus in ſhort is 
that I can ſay. 


Coun. Crab, This was that Bountiful Gen- 
tlema, my Lord, that promiſed his Souldi- 
ers, That whoſoever did kill the Lion, he 
would give him the skin of him for his Labour ; 
I never heard that ever he was ſo forward as a» 
ny of his Company, except once at a Rout, and 
then he out-run them all. 


And I commend his men, 'twas wiſely done, 
Togive their Captain the firſt place to run. 
Ana when bis Worſhip pleaſe to run away, 
'T'ts breach of Diſcipline for them to ſtay. 
And he unto that Market ſeldom goes, 
Where there 1s nothing to be ſold but blows : 
And when he to his over-match doth come, 
He hath his handful, yet goes empty home: 


Conn. Verj. You area baſe reviling Rabſhe- 
ka Raſcal, it is not thy black-mouthed Envy, 
nor Toad-coloured Malice, ſhall any way ob- 
_— the ſplendour and renown of this Captains 

ame. 


Fad. Silence, I will have no more of this : 
What other Witneſſes are there? a 
Cler. 


_— 
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of Chriſtmas. 
Cler, Cryer, call Mrs, All-tongue. 


Cry. O yes, Mrs, All-tongue. 
Jud, Come woman, where dwell you ? 


All-tongue, My Lord, I dwell at the Town 
of Tartle in the County of Prate, my Maiden 
name is All tongue, butl have ſince been mar- 
ried to one Mark Make bate, by whom I had 
two Daughters, the one called Te/-tale, the 0- 
ther Back: bite ; my Daughter Back:bite is but 
a ſacaking wench; but my Daughter Tel-tale 


-1S a bold wench, ſhe hath indeed committed a 


fault, ſhe hath had a Baſtard by an old Rogue, 
the brat is called Lying, yet nevertheleſle, ſhe 
is much made of at every houſe ſhe comes at, 
and brings away with her in herlsp abundance 
of Belly Timber : And her chief practice is, to 
get the Miſtreſs or Maides into a corner, and 
there ſhe ſweetly drops her rare inventions into 
the dripping pans of their ears, and her cof- 
cluſion is alwayes this, Be ſure you do not tell 
who told you. 


?ud. Woman , ſurely thou art not unkfitly 
named : this is nothing tothe purpoſe, What 
canſt thou fay againſt the Old man at the Bar? 


All-tongue: My Lord, When firſt 1 gen 26 
| D 2 ee 
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ſee the vanity of all humane Ordinances, I 
took cſpeciall notice of the notorious and vile 
miſcarriages of this Phariſaicall Old Chriſtmas, 
who ſtrives to colour all his beaſtiality with 
the paint of Charity. Me thought I loved him 
when he was a youth, he was apretty plump 
pleaſant boy ; but his friends (as Parents uſe 
todo) doted too much on him, and that ſpoil'd 
him, They put him to a Tutor called Mr. Senſe, 
one of the Fellows of the Colledge of Pleaſure, 
and all the LeQtures ever he read to him were 
Epicurean, he brought him up only to ſing and 
Play, Dance, Carroſe and Complement, One 
time my Lord, I came along with the Carrier, 
(and indeed I am ſeldom out of his company) 
and ſtanding under this Chriſtmaſſes Chamber 
window to hearken, as | commonly do at every 
bodies houſe, there I- heard him playing and 
finging this profane Song to his Inſtrument - 


—O— —- @—c— _ _- 
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Let us eat, drink and play ; 
And freely injoy, 

What {oever our natures aeſire : 
Whil” ſt we leve on the Earth. 
Let our hearts flew in Mirth, 
Sweetly, over Concupiſcence fire. 


By 


© ty 
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By this you may perccive, what a precious 
blade he is, my Lord, 


Nay one thing more, may it pleaſe your Ho- 
nour, I had almoſt forgotten, that he comes ten- 
dayes into the Netherlands before he comes hi- 
ther, and in the time of the Wars, there he 
drank healths with the Drunken Datchmen, to 
the confuſion of the Exgliſh; My Lord, let your 
pity and compaſſion, baniſh him out of our Nati- 
on. 


Conn. Crab. Sir, I tell your Honour what this 
Woman is, one Mr. Earle, that was well ac» 
quainted with her, gave me a Character of her, 
in which he told me that ſhe did think her Purity 
conſiſted much in clean linnen: And that becauſe 
ſhe hath heard of the Rag of Rome, ſhe thinks 
it a very ſluttiſh Religion, and rails at the 
Whore of Babylos for a very naughty woman ; 
ſhe left her Virginity as a Relique of Popery : 
ſhe has no room for Charity, and underſtands 
no good works, but what are wrought on the 
Sampler ; nothing angers her ſo much, as that 
Women cannot preach : but what ſhe cannot 
do at church ſhe does at the Tabſe, till a Capons 
wing filence her. 


But now I le ceaſe, leſt I your patience wrong. ' 
Or thought tobe « Kinſ-man to All-tongue, 
3 Conn, 
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Coun, Verj, You Sirrah, Crab, I knew when 
you were but a Hedger;z my Lord, there isno 
credit to be given to what he hath ſpoken, for 
to wiil lic as cheap as a begger, and as loud as a 


Clock. 


Tua. Chriſtmas, Canſt thou ſay nothing for 
thy ſelf ? thou haſt heard what hath been Evi- 
denced againſt thee, 


Chriſimas, My Lord, their Allegations are fo 
vain, I conceive them not worth anſwering : 
but only to Mrs. All-tongues accuſation for be- 
ing in the Vether/ands. My Lord, if plain truth 
may be believed, I ſhall need no Atturney in 
that cauſe; it was my hap to come thither 
when the Councel was held at Dore, where 
the moſt learned and Eminent Divines in Chriſt- 
endome were aſſembled, amongſt whom TI was 
courteouily entertained, joyfully received and 
piouſly approved, which they conſpicuouſly /de- 
monſtrated, and by their charity to the poor 
manifeſted; and by divers other General Coun 
cels, I have been lovingly imbraced, and of 


the neceility of my obſervation, they have teſti» 
fed, as that of 


Nite. 
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C Nice. 

| Armenia. 
Antuwch. 
Generall Carthage. 
Councells '} Chalcedon. 
approving » Orleance. 
Chriſtmas. Conftantinople. 
Ferrara. 
Conſtance. 


\ Baſil. 


— — — 


Captain Capgns-face, My Lord, This was he 
that in the forenoon complained of his memory ; 
I warrant your Honour, if he were ſcarcht, we 
ſhould find a worſe Diary about him, than was 
found in B. Lad: pocket. 


7udg. Search him then. 
Comnſ. Crab. Go Pick-pockets, doe, doe, 


With that the Captain runs to him, and pulls 
out a paper, and cryes out, Here 'tis, here *cis. 


2udg. Give it tothe Clerk to read. 


The Clerk haviog received it, read it out au» 
dibly, The contents were theſe; 
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Good people if I live or die, 

Be ſure you follow Charuy; 

For its power ut 1s no leſſe, 

Than to make Heaven to Earth depreſſe. 
And again, it earth can make 

A flight above the Stars to take. 

*T was that made immoralitne, 


Tobecome mortal, and to aie. t 
Charity, is that which ſay, 
Come ye bleſſed, come away, t 


Tts power is ſuch, that it can make 


The dumb to ſpeak, the dead to wake. - 
And whether 1 do live or die, ti 
Be ſure remember Charity. P 


With that there waz a great ſhout, and many 
came in running with diftraCted looks, and told t: 
the Judge that all the Town was up in Arms, to 


come reſcue the Old man ; and before they had ” 
made an end of ſpeaking, in came half a dozen W 
reſolved Blades,and delivercd a paper to the Ce 
Judge, in which was this written; ſo 

th 
We who unto this Paper doe ſubcribe, . QL 
Not mov'd by Fattion, nor expett no bribe. m 
But as unto your Lordſhip thus declare, = 


T hat the Old man that now is at the Bar; 


Tnleſs 


MC 
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of Chriſtmas; 
Unleſs he be with honour quickly freed, 
we tell you what you muſt expeZ# with ſpeed, 
Thoſe that endeavour Chriſimas to undb, 
will quickly down with Law and Fadees 
#00, 


Hereupon Sir Leoxard Love-Peace; 
the High-Sheriff , was ordered to take 
care for the Security of the Court, and 
the Priſoner , to ſuppreſs Routs, Riots 
and Tumults, and if he thought neceſlary 
to raiſe the Power of the County for that 
purpole, 


Mr. Sheriff. My Lord, I have already 
taken neceſlary care for the Prevention 
and Suppreſſion of ſuch Diſorders , Theſe 
were only a few unruly Apprentices, that 
came to (hew their good-will to the Pri- 
ſoner, becauſe he was ever a Friend to 
them, and us'd to repleniſh the Exche- 
, quor of their Box , a remedy which they 
muſt certainly loſe, if the Old-man mil- 


carry, 


Coun. Verj. My Lord, here are two 


more ſubſtantial witneſſes we deſire may 
Ll qa <4 


TY 


x" 


5$ The Afternoon Tryal 


be heard againſt the Priſoner, the learned 
Sir Muſty Make-bate, and the worſhipful 
Squire Flant of Mock-beggars Hall, 


Cry. Sir Muſi'y Make-bate, and Squire 
Flant come into the Court, make room 
there, I think in my Conſcience the 
Door 1s too little for the Squire's new Pan- 
taloons, 


Fudg, Well, Sir Muſfy, what can you 
ſay againſt the Priſoner? 


Sir Muſity, My Lord, I have been a 
great Readerin my time, and have ſearcht 
narrowly into the Prifoners Pedigree, and 
find that he is a meer Counterteit ; for 


, my Lord whereas he pretends the 2574 of - 


December to be his Day,: the true Chri/t- 
-1s happened a great- deal ſooner, even 
about the latter end of September, or be- 
pinning of Ocober, as I have ſeveral 
Books affirm, and ought then to be 
oblerved ; therefore I cannot but diſown 
this Pretender, and conceive he deſerves 
to ſuffer the Juſtice of the Court, for thus 
boldly perſonating another, 


C01n, 
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Coun, Crab, 
A (brewad Objection *tis, but hald Beloved, 
'Tis rounaly [aid,but not ſo ſquarely proved ; 
This Man reaas Books,and loves it as his life, 
If ought he meet with may encourage ftrife. 


Tndg. Come Squire Flant, what have 


you to lay ? 


Flant, My Lord.I lay this Chriſtmas is 2 
pitiful mechanick, gutling Fellow, Com- 
pany for none but Plow-men, and Car- 
ters, and regarded only by a few Yeomen 
of Kent, or here and there an out-of-fa- 
ſhion'd Gentleman, that loves to walk in 
the dull ways of his Fore-fathers, and live 
at the ſamerate his great Grandfires did,in 
the days of Queen Dick , whereas the 
true bred Gallant and man of Quality, in 
this our rehned Age, manages his Afﬀairs 
at another ſtrain. He has ſomething elſe to 
to do with his money, than to keep open 
houſe for pampering the Paunches of a 
parcel of lubberly Clowns, and have the 
Pavement of his Hall ſpoiled with the 
dancing of their Hobnails ; and therefore 

when 
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when this troubleſom Fellow comes a- 
broad cannot endure the Country for him, 
but as ſoon as ever Mzichae /nm aſs Rent is 
received , to avoid his Impertinences, 
ſlips up to Loxd-# 1n a Stage-Coach, and 
there lodges privately till his Jury of Cor- 
morants, call'd the Twelve Days, are paſt, 
to ſave charges. 


Coun, Crab, 
Rare Husbandry indeed : what heretofore 
was ſpent on Tenant,and the Neighbouring 
(Poor, 
Is now con[um'd in private on a Whore, 


My Lord, The proſecutors have now 
gone through their whole Evidence, your 
Lordſhip has heard them with patience 
Their Allegations are ſo weak, frivolous 
and impertinent, that I ſhall not abuſe 
your Lordſhip's time by going about to 


refute them, but ſubmit the Innocence /| 


of my Clients Cauſe wholly to the In+ 
tegrity of the Jury, and your Lordſhups 
Juſtice, 


Whereupon the Jury without ſtirring 
from 


a ©, up pills uy LH: pee IS A mw am. 
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from the Bar, affirmed their former Ver- 
di& and pronounced Old Father Chri/! mrs 
in no wile guilty of the Indictment he 
ſtood charged with. 


which Verditt ftreight was welcom'd with 
| (the loud 
Shouts and Applauſes of the joyful Crowd, 


Then the Judgearoſe and delivered his 


final determination, 


The Fudzes Sentence and Direitions to Fa- 
ther Chriſtmas. 


You, the Priſoner at the Bar ; ſinceup- 


on a fair Tryal you have been acquitted 


by your Country, I do here publickly de- 
clare you Innocent, and (et you free from 
your Confinement. But for avoiding all 
ſuch Scandals as here have been caſtupon 


'}, you, for the future, do think fit to admo- 


niſh you z that you remember your Office 
is not ſo much to feaſt the Body, as to re- 
freſh the Soul, by thankful and pious Me- 
ditations, on that wonderful Art of Di- 


vine Love, in the Sacred Incarnation 
whuch 
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which you annually commemorate : And 
that therefore as. you are to promote mu- 
tual Love ahd Hoſpitality amongft Neigh- 
bours, and Charity to the Poor, ſo you 
are ſtrictly to avoid and baniſh all Glutto- 
ny, Drunkenneſs, Wantonneſs and Pro- 
phanelſs ; leſt you tura the Feſtival of the 
Holy Jeſus into a Sacrifice to Bacchus g 
and inſtead of keeping his Day, diſhonour 
and crucihe the Lord afreſh by whole name 
you are called. And laſtly, that as you 
uſe Sobriety, ſo likewiſe uſe Prudence in 
yourEntertainments,every one according 


to his Quality and Abilities, 


For though on Chriſtmas ſomethins may be 
( ſpent, 
Yet not to make the whole year after Lent. 
Obſerving theſe direftions you will recover, 
Your Ancient dignity and Primitive Honour, 


and put to ſilence the Fanatical Clamours 
of ſuch ignorant Zealots, and fooliſh men, ' 
as have this day ſhown themſelves your 
Adverlaries. 


The jolly Old Father bow'd his Reve- 
rend 


Q. 


hn 
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rend Head very reſpe&fully tothe Court, 
thanking them not ſo much for his Acquit- 
tal(for in that they did but ſerve their own 
Juſtice ) as for this wholſom advice, 
which he declared himſelf reſolv'd hence- 
forth religiouſly to obſerve, And fo the 
Court broke up. 


And Chriſtmas ſtreight was courted far and 
(wear, 
To each good houſe to taſte their plenreous 
(chear. 
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